
 

At Home Worship: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany 2020-2021  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church  

 
 

 

 
 

 

Advent is a time of waiting, of preparation, of longing. We wait for the birth of our Savior. We 

prepare to celebrate the Incarnation of Christ again. We long for the restoration of the cosmos. 

This set of At Home Worship will accompany you in your waiting, preparation, longing, and 

celebration. As many have written daily devotions for Advent, the reflections for this worship 

series are primarily visual. We have collected art from around the world that will draw you into 

the season and into the story. You’ll find written reflections for both Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day.  

 

We invite you to assemble an Advent wreath. This could be a formal wreath or simply five 

candles on a placemat in the center of your table. You’ll be invited to light the candles each 

week. As always, you’ll need a bible. You’re encouraged to call someone to worship together 

with, however you can also worship on your own. God is with you regardless. May God bless and 

keep you this Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.  

 

If you would like to share an offering with the church, the information on how to do so is below.  

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Colleen Montgomery 

Holy Trinity, Wytheville  

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Mail offering to: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 405 W Main Street, Wytheville, VA 24382 

Online giving option:http://www.holytrinitywytheville.org/ Link at the bottom of the page 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103414.  One 

License #A-701637 All rights reserved. 
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Advent Worship 2020  
 

Take three centering breaths as you prepare your heart, mind, and body for worship.  

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

whose forgiveness is sure 

and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess 

that we have not lived as God desires. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Loving and forgiving God, 

we confess that we are held captive by sin. 

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.  

We have not welcomed the stranger; 

we have not loved our neighbor; 

we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God. 

Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace 

your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 

free from all that holds you back 

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Lighting of Advent Wreath or Candle 

O come, o come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel. That mourns in lonely exile here, 

until the Son of God appear. Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. Amen 



Sunday, November 29, 2020 - The First Sunday in Advent 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Readings 

Isaiah 64:1-9 Prayer that God would come with power and compassion 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Gifts of grace sustain those who wait for the end 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. Alleluia. (Ps. 85:7) 

Mark 13:24-37 The sudden coming of the Son of Man 

What do you notice about the potter’s face? 

 

What do you notice about the potter’s hands? 

 

How do you care for something that you have made? 

What do you think that means about how God cares for 

you?  

 

What does it mean to you that you are a work of God’s 

hand? 

 

  

Berg, Else, 1877-1942. A potter, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 

Library, Nashville, TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56317 [retrieved 

November 5, 2020]. Original source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Else_Berg_A_potter.jpg. 
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Sunday, December 6, 2020 - The Second Sunday in Advent 

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us 

to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Readings 

Isaiah 40:1-11 Good news of God’s coming to a people in exile 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

2 Peter 3:8-15a Waiting for and hastening the day of God 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord. All flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia.  

(Luke 3:4, 6) 

Mark 1:1-8 John appears from the wilderness 

 

Find John the Baptism. Does 

his physical appearance match 

the description from Mark?  

 

 

 

Who is gathered around him?  

 

 

 

Where are they?  

 

 

 

Where would you place yourself in this painting? Draw yourself in or circle the person that you identify 

with.  

 

 

 
JESUS MAFA. John the Baptist preaching in the desert, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt 

Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48386 [retrieved November 5, 

2020]. Original source: http://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr (contact page: https://www.librairie-emmanuel.fr/contact).  
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Sunday, December 13, 2020 - The Third Sunday in Advent 

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your 

prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Readings  

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Righteousness and praise flourish like a garden 

Psalm 126 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 Kept in faith until the coming of Christ 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. I am sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way before you. 

Alleluia. (Matt. 11:10) 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 A witness to the light 

 

The color blue often represents sadness, the 

color of the background. What grief, 

sadness, or shadows have you experienced 

this year?  

 

 

Yet the focus is on the candle. What has 

given you hope this year?  

 

 

What signs of hope did you notice in today’s 

readings? 

 

How might you share hope like these biblical 

witnesses?  

 

  

 

Moyers, Mike. Shine, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, 

Nashville, TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57144 [retrieved November 5, 

2020]. Original source: Mike Moyers, https://www.mikemoyersfineart.com/. 
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Sunday, December 20, 2020 - The Fourth Sunday in Advent  

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 

the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all 

the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Readings 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 The Lord’s promise to David 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26  

Romans 16:25-27 The mystery of God revealed in Jesus Christ 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word. Alleluia. 

(Luke 1:38) 

Luke 1:26-38 The angel appears to Mary 

 

How does the artist depict Mary’s reaction to the angel’s 

message? 

 

How would you have felt if you were Mary? 

 

 

In what ways has God used you to bring newness into the world?  

 

 

 

Pittman, Lauren Wright. Marys Song, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 

Library, Nashville, TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57074 [retrieved November 

5, 2020]. Original source: http://www.lewpstudio.com - copyright by Lauren Wright Pittman. 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We pray together, knowing that the Spirit knits our prayers together. You may complete each 

phrase with who or what you wish to pray for.  

 

God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 

prayers for everyone in need. 
 

For the church universal, its ministry, and the mission of the gospel…. 

 

 

For the well-being of creation… 

 

 

For peace and justice in the world, the nations and those in authority, the community… 

 

 

For the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, lonely, and those listed below…. 

 



For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, and especially those who suffer from COVID-19 and 

those listed below… 

 

 

For our congregation, all members and friends of the congregation and their families… 

 

 

(Additional prayers may be added.)  

 

 

With thanksgiving for the faithful departed, especially those listed below…. 

 

 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

BLESSING 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent 

waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you 

with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your 

journey, ☩ now and forever. Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



CHRISTMAS & EPIPHANY WORSHIP 2020-2021 
 

Take three centering breaths as you prepare your heart, mind, and body for worship.  

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who was in the beginning, 

who makes a dwelling among us, 

who covers us with justice and mercy. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

and our neighbors. 

We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 

We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 

In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 

those we know and those known only to you, 

for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 

God forgives us all our sins, 

not through our own work, 

but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 

With all who come to the manger, 

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 

Amen. 

 

Lighting of Advent Wreath or Candle 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come! Let earth receive her king!  

  



Thursday, December 24, 2020 - Christmas Eve 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that 

here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 

brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Readings 

Isaiah 9:2-7 Light shines: a child is born for us 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 The grace of God has appeared 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. Alleluia. (Luke 2:10-11) 

Luke 2:1-14 God with us 

Reflection by Pastor Sarah (Redeemer, Bristol) 

This season has been different. We probably had some long lists of things we especially wanted 

to see on Christmas Eve. Experiences we wanted to have, feelings we wanted to feel, friends 

and family we wanted to hug, songs we wanted to sing, and even cookies we wanted to eat. 

Mary and Joseph likely also had some lists of things they especially wanted to see the night 

Jesus was born. Mary likely imagined giving birth inside the inn and laying their new child in 

anything but a manger. But like Mary and Joseph’s hopes and expectations, some of the things 

on our own lists will not be realized. 

  

Yet, Christmas Eve has still come. 

Yet, Jesus is still born. 

Yet, Jesus still shows up in a manger. 

Yet, Jesus still fills us with awe and wonder. 

Yet, Jesus still shows up in our world to renew our hearts and minds once again. 

  

So, on this Christmas Eve, let us release to God the many lists of our own expectations and ask 

instead for God’s Spirit to fill us with energy, with love, with joy, and with peace for the 

Christmas season that is to come. 

  

For Jesus is still with us and for that we say, Amen!  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-12-24/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-12-24/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-12-24/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-12-24/0#


Friday, December 25, 2020 - Christmas Day 

Prayer of the Day 

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary 

hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Readings  

Isaiah 62:6-12 God comes to restore the people 

Psalm 97 

Titus 3:4-7 Saved through water and the Spirit 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. A holy day has dawned upon us. Come, you nations, and adore the Lord. For today a 

great light has come upon the earth. Alleluia. 

 

Luke 2: 8-20 The birth of the Messiah revealed to shepherds 

 

Reflection by Pastor Colleen (Holy Trinity, Wytheville)  

When you have really good news, who do you want to tell first? Your children? Your best 

friend? Your sibling? The first person you want to tell good news to is probably someone that 

you are really close with, someone you love, someone you trust. Though you might exclaim 

your good news to a stranger if you receive it while out and about, a stranger is not who you 

would necessarily choose to start with.  

 

But that’s exactly who the angels go to. And that’s exactly who comes to hear and see Mary and 

Joseph’s good news. Strangers. Stinky shepherds. People who were considered to be poor and 

also religiously unclean. This is who God trusts. This is who God chooses to be the first 

witnesses to the miracle of the birth of Jesus, the Incarnation of God. From the very beginning, 

Jesus’ birth is good news to all people, especially the poor, the outcasts, the forgotten. The 

angels bring them into the joyous arrival of Jesus. Through the testimony of these strangers and 

many other strangers like them, we have come to know the story of Jesus.  

 

May we be like the shepherds this day. May we set aside our daily labors and rush to Jesus in 

worship, in prayer, and in praise. May we share the good news of Jesus’ birth for all people with 

everyone we interact with today. Pick up your phone and call your family, friends, and church 

members and tell them: Jesus was born today for you. Jesus loves you and so do I!  

Merry Christmas! Amen!   

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2020-12-25/0#
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Sunday, December 27, 2020 - The First Sunday of Christmas 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully 

restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our 

humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Readings  

Isaiah 61:10--62:3 Clothed in garments of salvation 

Psalm 148 

Galatians 4:4-7 Children and heirs of God 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

Alleluia. (Col. 3:15, 16) 

Luke 2:22-40 The presentation of the child 

 

Take some time to identify each of 

the characters from the Luke 

reading in the painting.  

 

When is a time in your life that you 

have been like Mary and Joseph, 

bringing something new into the 

world?  

 

 

When is a time that you have been 

like Simeon and Anna, seeing God 

in the world around? 

 

When is a time that you have been like Jesus, blessed by your parents and your elders?  

 

  

 

Latimore, Kelly. La presentación de Cristo en el templo, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 

Library, Nashville, TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57113 [retrieved November 11, 2020]. Original 

source: https://kellylatimoreicons.com/contact/. 
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Sunday, January 3, 2021 - The Second Sunday of Christmas 

Prayer of the Day 

O God our redeemer, you created light that we might live, and you illumine our world with your 

beloved Son. By your Spirit comfort us while we are in the shadows, and turn us toward the 

brightness of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Readings 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 Joy at the gathering of God’s scattered flock 

Psalm 147:12-20 

Ephesians 1:3-14 The will of God made known in Christ 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. Alleluia. (Ps. 98:3) 

John 1:1-18 God with us: the incarnation of the Word 

 

Can you find God the Creator, Jesus, and the Holy 

Spirit? How are they represented?  

 

 

Where do you see the light of God in this painting?  

 

 

What words do you see the letters spell out?  

 

 

Can you find symbols for the gospels: Matthew 

(angel), Mark (lion), Luke (ox), John (eagle)? 

 

 

Whelan, Brian, 1957-. In the Beginning, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 

http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57418 [retrieved November 11, 2020]. Original source: 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Iin_the_beginning_34x28_by_Brian_Whelan.jpg - photographed by Wendy Roseberry with permission 

from Brian Whelan. 
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Wednesday, January 6, 2021 - Epiphany Day  

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and ever-living God, you revealed the incarnation of your Son by the brilliant shining 

of a star. Shine the light of your justice always in our hearts and over all lands, and accept our 

lives as the treasure we offer in your praise and for your service, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Readings 

Isaiah 60:1-6 Nations come to the light 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Ephesians 3:1-12 The gospel’s promise extends to all 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. We have observed his star at its rising, and have come to worship him. Alleluia.  

(Matt. 2:2) 

Matthew 2:1-12 Revelation of Christ to the nations of the earth 

This is a stained glass window from Notre Dame. What 

guides the magi in Matthew?  

 

 

 

What guides you? 

 

 

 

 

How do you hope to follow Jesus and get to know Jesus 

more this new year?  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Heavenly window, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, 

Nashville, TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55313 [retrieved November 

11, 2020]. Original source: 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Villeneuve-sur-Lot_-_Chapelle_du_Bout-du-Pont_-090.jpg. 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We pray together, knowing that the Spirit knits our prayers together. You may complete each 

phrase with who or what you wish to pray for.  

 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. 

 

For the church universal, its ministry, and the mission of the gospel…. 

 

 

For the well-being of creation… 

 

 

For peace and justice in the world, the nations and those in authority, the community… 

 

 

For the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, lonely, and those listed below…. 

 



For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, and especially those who suffer from COVID-19 and 

those listed below… 

 

 

For our congregation, all members and friends of the congregation and their families… 

 

 

(Additional prayers may be added.)  

 

 

With thanksgiving for the faithful departed, especially those listed below…. 

 

 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to 

you, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to 

Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, and led 

the magi by a star, bless you this day ☩ 

through the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 


