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Sundays in September 2020  
 

 

This month we continue reading from the gospel of Matthew. Jesus will teach us lessons about 

reconciliation, forgiveness, God’s abundant grace, and following Jesus. While these each sound 

like uplifting aspects of our faith, and to some extent they are, we’ll find that these lessons have 

difficult aspects to them as well. We can’t always forgive as quickly as God does. We get caught 

up in our judgments of others. We know that God’s grace is for us, but we wonder about God’s 

grace for others. My prayer is that you feel God’s presence with you while you are both assured 

of your belovedness (You are so loved!) and invited into God’s ongoing work in the kingdom 

(There’s still a lot to do.).  

 

Before starting each service, you will need to get your bible. If you are worshipping with another 

person/people, take turns being the leader. All read the bold together. If you are worshipping 

alone, read all parts out loud. Or better still, call a friend or family member and invite them to 

worship with you. If you would like to share an offering with the church, the information on how 

to do so is below.  

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Colleen Montgomery 

Holy Trinity, Wytheville  

 

 

 

Any offering you wish to share during our time of physical distance can be shared by mail to our 

congregation or by using our congregation’s option for online giving. See that information 

below: 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Mail offering to: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 405 W Main Street, Wytheville, VA 24382 

Online giving option:http://www.holytrinitywytheville.org/  

Link at the bottom of the page 
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September Worship 2020  

 
Take three centering breaths as you prepare your heart, mind, and body for worship.  

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace 

and go our own ways. 

We pass judgment on one another 

before examining ourselves. 

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

to do God’s work in the world. 

Amen. 

  



Sunday, September 6, 2020 

 

Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, 

we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that 

gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Readings 

Ezekiel 33:7-11 The prophet’s responsibility to warn the people  

Psalm 119:33-40 

Romans 13:8-14 Live honorably as in the day 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, entrusting the message of 

reconciliation to us. Alleluia. (2 Cor. 5:19) 

Matthew 18:15-20 Reconciliation in the community of faith 

 

Reflection by Pastor Colleen: 

We all know that loving one another as Jesus has loved us is at the core of our Christian faith. 

But we also know that loving our neighbors can get tricky at times. Especially when we disagree 

with them. And even more so when these disagreements reach a boiling point and become full 

conflicts. We all have had various experiences dealing with conflicts. Some of us are better at it 

than others. Some of us wish we could avoid it all together. Yet Jesus has words to help guide 

us when we face conflict in the church. This particular wisdom is our gospel reading for today.  

 

The core of the teaching is to go directly to the person and try to reconcile your differences. If 

that doesn’t work, then bring in a trusted third party. If that still doesn’t work, then bring in the 

wider church community. In most cases, the conflict doesn’t go this far, but if it does, Jesus has 

a plan for us to follow. It’s almost as if he knew we were going to disagree! This teaching is so 

important to us that it is a part of our church’s constitution. Nearly line by line this passage is 

quoted with the modern day language of pastor, church council, and synod representatives 

included. It is the longest portion of scripture that appears in our constitution.  

 

What I take the most comfort in, is that it is in this context that Jesus promises to be with us 

when two or three are gathered. Yes, Jesus is with us when two or three gather for prayer, 

worship, study, or fellowship. But Jesus has explicitly promised to be with us when two or three 

gather to handle conflict. May his wisdom and peace always be our guide. Amen.  
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Sunday, September 13, 2020 

Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our 

hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Readings  

Genesis 50:15-21 Joseph reconciles with his brothers  

Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 

Romans 14:1-12 Accepting diversity in the community of faith 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. We have an advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous; your sins are forgiven on account of 

his name. Alleluia. (1 John 2:1, 12) 

 

Matthew 18:21-35 A parable of forgiveness in the community of faith 

 

Reflection from Pastor Colleen: 

When saying the Lord’s prayer, we most often alternate between the translations that feature 

sins or trepasses. In fact, that’s how I identify them. But there is another translation that our 

Presbyterian siblings use. They pray: And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. It 

seems like this line of prayer is the perfect response to today’s reading from Matthew.  

 

Here Jesus has told a parable about debts. An enslaved person owes a king a debt, and the king 

forgives it. Yet that same person goes to collect a debt from another enslaved person, and has 

him thrown in prison. Upon learning of this, the king is angered and punishes the person that 

he had previously forgiven. It seems that the king had expected the forgiveness to be passed 

on. This is the hope that Jesus has for us.  

 

Now, I do not want your heart to be worried. God through Jesus will forgive you all of your sins, 

even your sins of not being able to forgive others. But because we have been forgiven first by 

Christ, the hope is that we will strive to forgive others who have hurt us. It is not always as easy 

as saying: I forgive you! We have the power to deeply hurt one another, so at times forgiveness 

can take years. God is with us as we work to overcome these hurts and shows us the way of 

healing and peace. (Also, just because you’re working to forgive someone, doesn’t mean that 

you have to keep a toxic person in your life.) You are a beloved child of God and as such God 

desires for you to live a life both free of sin and free from the burden of unforgiven debts. May 

this prayer be fulfilled in us today: And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Amen!  
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Sunday, September 20, 2020 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we 

cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the 

generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Readings  

Jonah 3:10--4:11 God’s concern for the city of Nineveh 

Psalm 145:1-8 

Philippians 1:21-30 Standing firm in the gospel 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. Open our hearts, O Lord, to give heed to what is said by your Son. Alleluia. 

 

Matthew 20:1-16 The parable of the vineyard workers 

 

Reflection from Pastor Colleen: 

Author, speaker, and Christian, Brene Brown tells a story about teaching the parable of the 

vineyard to a group of children at VBS. (Video - Grace is Not Attractive) She brings one portion 

of the class into the room and offers to pay them Monopoly money for doing jumping jacks. 

They agree and start jumping. Halfway through the time, she brings another portion of the class 

into the room and tells them the same. They agree and start jumping. Right before the end of 

the time, she brings the final portion of the class into the room and offers them the same deal. 

They agree and do just a few jumps. The time ends. She starts to pay the kids, and she goes 

down the line, the grumbling begins.  

 

“It’s not fair.” “She didn’t jump as long as me.” “I jumped longer than him.” “It’s not fair.”  

 

The other adult in the room whispered at her, “Now is the time when you tell them that it is 

fair.” Brown replies, “But it isn’t fair.” She goes so far to say, “That’s a terrible parable.”  

 

The kingdom of God is not fair. The kingdom of God is not based on human economic principles 

of earning paychecks. The kingdom of God is not based on how many jumping jacks you do. The 

kingdom of God is based on grace. Brown says, “There is nothing you can do to earn God’s 

grace or get rid of it. No matter what time you show up.” While this isn’t fair, it is gospel good 

news. It means that God’s grace is with you and for you no matter what. Whether you’ve been 

sinless or sinful, diligent or degenerate, God’s grace is with you and for you. God is loving you, 
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calling you, blessing you, and sending you to share God’s love at all hours of the day and night. 

Amen.  



Sunday, September 27, 2020 

Prayer of the Day 

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 

them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Readings  

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 The fairness of God’s way 

Psalm 25:1-9 

Philippians 2:1-13 Christ humbled to the point of death on a cross 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord; I know them and they follow me. Alleluia. (John 

10:27) 

Matthew 21:23-32 A parable of doing God’s will 

 

Reflection from Pastor Colleen:  

Between last week’s reading and today’s, Jesus has entered into Jerusalem and is headed 

towards the cross. These religious leaders are threatened by Jesus and they want him dead and 

gone. They question him about his authority to trap him and escalate the trouble that Jesus is 

in. Jesus responds with questions for them. Since they can’t answer Jesus, Jesus doesn’t answer 

them. Well at least not directly.  

 

Instead, Jesus’ intense debate with the chief priests and elders leads us back to the vineyard. 

He tells the story of two sons. One who says he will do what the father asks but doesn’t. 

Another who says he will not do what the father asks but then does. Jesus then asks, “Which of 

the two did the will of the father?” The second, the one who did the work. It seems that the 

actions here are what matters, not just the words.  

 

Jesus is calling out the religious leaders by insinuating that they are like the first son. They claim 

to follow God’s teachings of old, but they are so concerned with the law and saying that they 

are faithful that they actually miss what is in front of them. Mainly Jesus the Messiah. Instead, 

those who would be abhorrent to these religious leaders (the tax collectors and prostitutes) 

recognize who Jesus is and follow him. They are like the second son. 

 

The good news is that Jesus has come to us just like he came to the tax collectors and 

prostitutes. He has come to us to tell us of the amazing love of his Father that is for us. He 

comes to invite us in the holy and amazing mission of sharing this love for the world. Amen.  
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We pray together, knowing that the Spirit knits our prayers together. You may complete each 

phrase with who or what you wish to pray for.  

 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 

times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

 

For the church universal, its ministry, and the mission of the gospel…. 

 

 

For the well-being of creation… 

 

 

For peace and justice in the world, the nations and those in authority, the community… 

 

 

For the poor, oppressed, sick, bereaved, lonely, and those listed below…. 

 



For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, and especially those who suffer from COVID-19 and 

those listed below… 

 

 

For our congregation, all members and friends of the congregation and their families… 

 

 

(Additional prayers may be added.)  

 

 

With thanksgiving for the faithful departed, especially those listed below…. 

 

 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 

eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 



BLESSING 

Mothering God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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