
A Letter from the Pastor 

Grace and peace to you, 
 

As we give thanks for the birth of Jesus, the 12 days of Christmas officially begin. As the world moves 
on the day after Christmas (and who would blame them after two months of Christmas music?), we 
are invited into 12 days of quiet reflection—no longer watching and waiting, but giving thanks for this 
gift of life and everything it sets into motion for us and for the whole world. 
 

The First Sunday after Christmas is often called “Holy Innocents.” It reminds us that right after 
celebrating Jesus’ birth, his life was in danger. Herod wanted to kill him, and the holy family was 
forced to flee to Egypt. Yes, the Holy Family were migrants, refugees forced to flee the political 
violence of the Empire, and they found refuge in the open borders of Egypt. 
 

We have two Sundays after Christmas this year, so we’ll get to enjoy the Chrismon Tree and 
decorations for another week before January 6th, when our Epiphany Day candlelight service and 
worship will bookend the season. 
 

As we begin a new year, we give thanks for all of you who make up our Holy Trinity family. As we 
continue to learn, grow, worship, and do our mission and ministry together, we give thanks for the 
many ways you step up to support the church, our community, and beyond. As we celebrate 150 
years, there is still much to do in God’s Kingdom. 
 

We look forward to proclaiming the good news together in 2026. 
 

Peace, hope, and New Year blessings to you and yours, 
Pastor Jonathan 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Office Closed on: 
January 1st  
 
Confirmation Class on: 
January 4th  
January 18th   
 

Bible Study on: 
January 6th  
January 13th   
January 20th  
January 27th    
  
January 6th 
Epiphany of Our Lord  
7:00 PM Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATION MEETING HIGHLIGHT 
 2026 Budget: Budget passed with everyone voting yes and no opposing 

voices.  
 Next Council Meeting: January 11th  

 

General Fund Contributions and Attendance 
November 2nd  $7,876  56 
November 9th  $3,973  67 
November 16th  $4,982  48 
November 23rd  $6,209  69 
Total:   $23,040 240 
 

Financial Report 
November 2025     2025 Year Total 

Income Received - $23,040   Income Received - $169,112 
Expenditures - $15,127   Expenditures - $189,451 
 
 

 
Thank you to our church 
family for the Christmas Gifts – 
especially from the 
Congregation. We appreciate 
your kindness and 
thoughtfulness during this 
season.  
 

The Staff of Holy Trinity: 
Pastor Jonathan Skyler  
Deacon Lavelva Barbara 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Worship Assistants: 
 

January 4th  
Acolyte – Micah Hamman 
Crucifer –  Luke Hamman 
Lay Reader – Barbara 
Atkinson 
Comm. Asst. – Etthan Miller  
 
January 11th  
Acolyte – James Crockett 
Crucifer – Victoria Crockett 
Lay Reader – Anne B. 
Crockett - Stark 
Comm. Asst. – Naomi King 
 

January 18th  
Acolyte – Owen Jackson 
Crucifer – Jax Jackson 
Lay Reader – Dan Ferrell 
Comm. Asst. – Helen Keck 
 

January 25th  
Acolyte – Luke Hamman 
Crucifer – Micah Hamman 
Lay Reader – Debbie Clark 
Comm. Asst. – Dale Clark 
 

Second Sunday Reception 
Janet Johnson, Chair 
Lisa Alderman 
Anita Aymer 
Helen Keck 
Janice Shriver 
 

January Altar Guild 
Martha Riggle 
Janice Shriver 
 

January Ushers 
Ted and Janet Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW… 
That Agape Food Pantry was organized on December 2, 1998 under the Wythe 
County Ministerial Association. Agape’s first location was at Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church. In July 2002, Agape moved to its present location. The 
building was purchased and leased rent free to Agape by George and Helen 
Keck. In 2002, Agape was incorporated as a private, non-profit organization. 
 

This information was obtained from Hannah Deuyour of Agape Food Pantry. 
 

DID YOU KNOW… 
Music at Holy Trinity since 1993 
 

Senior Choir has had as many as 20 members and now we are still going strong 
with 6 members; 3 octaves of handbells have been rung since we began in 
1994.  We had a youth band at one time and for 2 years Holy Trinity hosted a 
community children’s choir.  Our pipe organ was rebuilt in 1999 and it is paired 
with the digital computer organ.  The pipe organ also now has more room for 
additional pipes, as well.  At one point we put together a praise band, with 
guitars and a soloist along with the piano; and we have had various 
instrumentalists who accompanied hymns and added to our worship 
experience over the years. 
 
 

150th Anniversary Celebration 
On January 11th, we will continue celebrating our 150th Anniversary. The 
highlight of the month is Luther’s Lunch Bags. Which provides weekly 
nutritional meals to students at the Minnick School.  
 

Sunday of Christmas, Epiphany and Baptism of Our Lord, and 
Sundays of Epiphany 

Sunday, January 4th – 2nd Sunday of Christmas 
Introduction: Christmas Lessons and Carols with Reflections from Martin Luther 
Luther’s reflections are drawn from Martin Luther’s Christmas Book as translated 
and edited by Roland H. Bainton, Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2017. Original 
edition copyright 1948 W. L. Jenkins. Used by permission of Westminster John 
Knox Press. 
 

Tuesday, January 6th – Epiphany of Our Lord 
Introduction: The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas 
season with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In 
Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the 
light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we 
are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We 
are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s 
love to all people. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



  

    

January 
Celebrations 
 

Anniversaries: 
Diane and Gary Umberger 22nd  
 

Baptisms: 
Harvey Umberger 2nd   
Rita Martin 2nd  
Carter Haga 4th   
Savannah Fowler 8th  
Caden Horton 13th   
Hilary Johnstone 14th   
Rose Langendorfer 19th  
David Clark 26th  
 

Birthdays: 
Thomas Kluttz 1st  
Teresa Campbell 2nd  
Brenda Ingoe 2nd  
Joshua Shupe 2nd  
Robert Suthers 3rd  
Edna Frye 4th  
Thomas Fowler 5th  
Bryan Cochran 9th  
Kera King 9th  
Skyler Weber 12th  
Christopher Landendorfer 14th  
Jacob Ridenhour 14th  
Amy Wagner 15th  
Debbie Clark 17th  
Ruth Mathews 18th  
William Kegley 19th  
Barbara Lambert 19th  
David Bickley 21st  
Zachariah Stephens 22nd  
Janice Umberger 23rd  
Lisa Alderman 25th  
Bridgett Akers 28th  
 
 
  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Sunday, January 11th – Baptism of Our Lord 
Introduction: In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of 
God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the 
servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the 
waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and 
named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to 
all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing. 
Readings:       Hymns:      
First Reading – Isaiah 42:1-9  #455 – “Crashing Waters at Creation“ 
Psalm – Psalm 29   #304 – “Christ, When for Us You Were…” 
Second Reading – Acts 10:34-43  #551 – “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”  
Gospel – Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Sunday, January 18th – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Introduction: Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world and the one anointed by the 
Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed among us in word and meal. 
We go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy One and to receive the 
gifts of grace and peace made known among us. 
Readings:       Hymns:      
First Reading – Isaiah 49:1-7  #301 – “Bright and Glorious Is the Sky“ 
Psalm – Psalm 40:1-11   #696 – “Jesus Call Us; O’er the Tumult” 
Second Reading – 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 #310 – “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”  
Gospel – John 1:29-42 
 

Sunday, January 25th – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Introduction: Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets 
and follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked 
in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the 
cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. 
Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We 
are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of 
God’s grace and mercy. 
Readings:       Hymns:      
First Reading – Isaiah 9:1-4  #314 – “Arise, Your Light Has Come!“ 
Psalm – Psalm 27:1, 4-9   #798 – “Will You Come and Follow Me” 
Second Reading – 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 #793 – “Be Thou My Vision”  
Gospel – Matthew 4:12-23 
 


