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WELCOME TO HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

IN THE NAME OF CHRIST, we welcome all who worship here
today.

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM, A bowl of water is placed at the
entrance of the Sanctuary to remind us that we enter the church
through Holy Baptism and that we are sent into the world to serve
others with the love of Christ. As you enter and leave worship
today, you are encouraged to mark your forehead with this water
and with the Sign of the Cross as a reminder of this calling.

COMMUNION Welcome to the Lord’s Table, there is a place for
you here. Grape juice is available on the tray with the empty cups,
please pick one up. Gluten free wafers are available upon
request. We proclaim that Christ is truly present in the bread and
wine. All are welcome to partake!

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICE and are
strongly encouraged to be present with us. We encourage all
children to come forward for the Children’s Message before the
Sermon.

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS

Introduction for today

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death
forever. With Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and
Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to
make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim,
witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death
and resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending
love, and depart to share this good news with all the world.
Alleluia!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “Easter Hymn” Robert J Powell
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SETTING IIl ELW

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, the wellspring of grace,
our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what
God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice
thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life.
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your
creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing
as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a
desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless
baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed
with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and
resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts,
giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our
source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

GATHERING SONG ELW #365 — “Jesus Christ Is...”
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GREETING

P Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
C He is Risen indeed, Alleluia!
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray... O God, you gave your only Son to suffer
death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious
resurrection you delivered us from the power of death.
Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him
forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated for the readings.

FIRST READING AcTs 10:34-43
L The First Reading is from the 10t chapter of Acts.

Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates
Jews from Gentiles in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life,
death, and resurrection, so that God'’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would
reach out to all people.

34peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that
God shows no partiality, 3°but in every nation anyone who fears
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 3¢You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ—he is Lord of all. 3’That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John

announced: 33how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 3*We
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; *°but God raised
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, *'not to all the
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. *’He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
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L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy
endures forever.
’Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.”
¥The Lord is my strength and my song and has become my
salvation.
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the
righteous: “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!
6The right hand of the Lord is exalted! The right hand of
the Lord acts valiantly!”
] shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.
8The Lord indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me
over to death.
®0pen for me the gates of righteousness; | will enter them
and give thanks to the Lord.
20“This is the gate of the Lord; here the righteous may enter.”
21] give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you
have become my salvation.
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the
chief cornerstone.
23By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.
24This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and
be glad in it.

U

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
L The Second Reading comes from the 15% chapter of

1 Corinthians.

The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the crucified and risen Christ appeared to
the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the Risen
One in the preaching of this faith.

'Now | would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news
that | proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also
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you stand, “through which also you are being saved, if you hold
firmly to the message that | proclaimed to you—unless you have
come to believe in vain.

3For | handed on to you as of first importance what | in turn had
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the
scriptures, “and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the scriptures, >and that he appeared
to Cephas, then to the twelve. ®Then he appeared to more than
five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are
still alive, though some have died. "Then he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he
appeared also to me. °For | am the least of the apostles, unfit to
be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of
God. %But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace
toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder
than any of them—though it was not |, but the grace of God that
is with me. *'Whether then it was | or they, so we proclaim and so
you have come to believe.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to greet the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL Mark 16:1-8

P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 16% chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror
and amazement.
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'When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go
and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had
been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us
from the entrance to the tomb?” *When they looked up, they saw
that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled
back. °As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed
in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were

alarmed. ®But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But
go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to
Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went
out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON REV. JONATHAN HAMMAN
Silence for reflection.

The assembly stands to sing the hymn.

HymN oF THE DAY ELW #366 — “The Strife Is O’er,...”

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake
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he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let
us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good
news.

Holy God, we pray for the body of Christ, the church. Where the
church is persecuted, protect it. Where the church is privileged,

grant it humility. Where the church is fractured, heal it. Guide us
all to embody Christ’s love in the world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Life-giving God, we pray for the earth, your good creation. Join
our prayers with branches lifted in praise and roaring waters of
new life, that together we may proclaim Easter hope. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Merciful God, we pray for all peoples and nations. Free oppressed
communities from occupation, exploitation, and abuse. Teach
leaders your way of justice. Empower peacemakers and all who
work to end violence and strife. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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Liberating God, we pray for people everywhere who long for good
news. Roll away the stones that keep people from living with
dignity and wholeness. Breathe new life and hope into people
struggling to make it through each day. We especially lift up and
pray for Judy Atwell, Heather Johnson, Charles Miller, John Egan,
Susan Bark, Jeff Miller, Pollyanna Aymer, Dennis Barr, Ching Barr,
Megan Martin, Roberta Roberts, Barbara Truitt, Betty Robinette,
and all those we name aloud or in the silence of our hearts. Pause
for silent prayer. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, we pray for this community of faith and for your Spirit
in our midst. Feed us at your Easter table and fill us with your
wisdom, that we may serve and care for others. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we remember those who have gone before us in
death. Renew our trust in your promises, that we live with joyful
courage and compassion. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom
we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our
resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share a sign of peace with your
neighbors as you are comfortable.
OFFERING
Offerings can be placed in the offering plate as you leave worship,
mailed in (405 W Main St, Wytheville, VA 24382) , dropped off, or
shared via our online giving option (found on our website:
www. holytrinitywytheville.org).
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OFFERING HYMN ELW #182 — “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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OFFERING PRAYER
A Let us pray... Risen One, you call us to believe and bear
fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your
abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
C Amen.
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PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Hovy, HoLy, HoLy
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached
out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the
poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of
Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God'’s table.

COMMUNION
As you come forward to the front of the church via the center aisle,
please take an empty cup or a cup of grape juice. The pouring chalice
will be used to distribute the wine. Please place the empty cup in a bowl
as you return to your seat via the side aisle. When giving the bread and
cup, the communion ministers say:

The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
and each person may respond: Amen
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AGNUS DEI
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After all have received communion, please stand as you are able.

TABLE BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.

PosT COMMUNION CANTICLE #207
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Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Musie: Ronald A. Nelson, b 1927
Testand music & 1978, (993 Angsburg Fortess,
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Shepherding God,

C you have prepared a table before us and nourished us
with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to
proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of
Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

BLESSING
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope F bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW#382 — “Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!”

VISION STATEMENT
To make the grace and love of Jesus known to all:
in our home, congregation, community, and world.

DismMISSAL
P Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “Easter Hymn” Miller

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003992.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
The People of Holy Trinity, Ministers

Rev. Jonathan Hamman, Pastor (pastor@holytrinitywytheville.org)
Deacon Lavelva Stevens, Director of Music (Istevens01@verizon.net)

Skyler Weber, Office Administrator (office@holytrinitywytheville.org)

March Worship Assistants

Date Acolyte Lay Reader Comm. Asst.
Mar. 31 Micah Hamman Jane Festa Naomi King
Kyle Stephens

James Crockett

April Altar Guild
Heidi Shupe
Lisa Alderman

Second Sunday Reception — April 14th
Martha Riggle
Amy Aussiker
Chelsea Hamman
Barbara Hamman
Karen Miller

April Worship Assistants

Date  Acolyte Crucifer Lay Reader  Comm. Asst.
7t Kyle S. Micah H. Julia S. Dan F.

14t Eden M. Etthan M. Lisa A. Karen M.
21 James C. Kyle S. Helen K. Helen K.
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Weekly Schedule

Easter Sunday, March 31*t

7:00 AM Sunrise Worship at Old St. John
8:00 AM Easter breakfast

11:00 AM Easter Worship

Monday, April 1%
12:00 PM A.A.
Pastor Jonathan on Vacation

Tuesday, April 2™
2:00 PM Holy Brews
6:00 PM N.A.

Wednesday, April 3"
6:15-7:15 PM Handbell Practice

Friday, April 5t
8:00 PM A.A.

Sunday, April 7t" — Second Sunday of Easter
11:00 AM Holy Communion
4:00 PM Youth Night @ Grace
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It’s Not Over Yet

When you think back over your favorite books, do you remember
the endings? If the story leads to a satisfying conclusion, even if
the plot twists and turns, the writer keeps our attention. When
we commit to a book, we put a lot of faith in the author to tell a
good story and to wrap up their tale in a way that makes sense.
When the ending is unclear or unbelievable, we wish we hadn’t
invested so much time in their book.

When Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome
brought spices to Jesus’ tomb, they thought they knew the ending
of his story. Jesus’ death on the cross brought his ministry to an
abrupt conclusion. There was nothing left to do but show their
devotion by anointing him with spices. How surprised the women
must have been to hear that Jesus’ story hadn’t ended after all!
He had been raised. He was going ahead of his followers to
Galilee. They would see him again!

To us, this story of Jesus’ resurrection is familiar, so we hear it as
good news. For the women, though, it was terrifying. This wasn’t
how they expected Jesus’ story to turn out. They had seen him die
on the cross, and now they were being told he was alive? They
didn’t know what to make of this twist in Jesus’ story. They were
so afraid that they fled.

The women ran away because they were shocked when the story
didn’t turn out the way they expected. But soon they would learn
that this was a happy ending: Where they had seen death, God
made a way for new life! What seemed like the conclusion was
actually a beginning. It was the dawn of a new day, a resurrection
day. As followers of Jesus, we don’t know what our future holds
or how our stories will end, but we can trust that Jesus is alive. He
goes ahead of us, leading us into a future full of God’s love and
grace.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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